
 

Press Contact:  Jessica Hird 
Jessica@shakespearecenter.org 
(213) 481-2273 x17 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Shakespeare Center LA 

premieres 
 

 BARD TALKS: FREE LIVE-STREAMED SHAKESPEARE WEBINARS  
SEASON TWO STARTS SATURDAY 

 
One Hour Insights into Shakespeare  

 
  

March 18, 2020 – All classes and performances cancelled?  Searching the internet for 
something interesting?  The Shakespeare Center of Los Angeles will entertain you in self-
isolation starting this Saturday when it launches the second season of BARD TALKS, a free 
Shakespeare webinar series. Presented by distinguished teachers and leading scholars from 
universities, libraries and institutes across the globe, Bard Talks Season Two digs into 
Shakespeare’s veiled but stunningly accurate diagnosis of diseases, the immortal themes of 
forgiveness in King Lear and of love in the sonnets, his fascinating characters such as Hippolyta, 
Queen of the Amazons and how he speaks in cultures and comics today. 
 
BARD TALKS will be live-streamed on Saturdays at 10 A.M and available to watch on demand 
for an additional 48 hours for free. The general public can sign-up to watch each webinar’s free  
live-stream, at https://www.shakespearecenter.org/bard-talks 

After the initial 48 hours the webinar will be available exclusively in the Shakespeare Center 
Member Archive for viewing by members of the Shakespeare Center.  

Entertainment is one of two important goals of the Bard Talks webinars. “The first aim of Bard 
Talks is to expand access to the greatest scholars of Shakespeare and share the latest insights 
with life-long learners anywhere in the world,” says Ben Donenberg, Artistic Director of 
Shakespeare Center Los Angeles. “And if folks decide to become Members of Shakespeare 
Center Los Angeles in order to watch more webinars in the archive they will be supporting the 
Shakespeare Center’s distinctive veterans and youth employment programs.”   

 
Season One of Bard Talks premiered in 2019 and included 17 webinars such as “Unrehearsed 
Shakespeare” an acting technique based on textual clues in the Bard’s script presented by 
author and acting teacher Bill Kincaid; Dr. Frances Dolan’s fascinating exploration of the fairy 
tale themes in Cymbeline; Dr. Nick Walton’s use of The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust archive to 
reveal staggering conceptual productions of Shakespeare’s less-performed Love’s Labour’s Lost; 
cook book author Francine Segan shares recipes and copious anecdotes from her research into 
Elizabethan era cooking.  Season One Bard Talks can be accessed through the Shakespeare 
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Center’s Member Archive.  An Annual Membership with Shakespeare Center Los Angeles starts 
at $75 (suggested minimum donation) and supports Shakespeare Center’s veteran and youth 
ground-breaking arts employment programs.   
 
About Shakespeare Center Los Angeles  

Shakespeare Center Los Angeles has 35 years of award-winning history in Los Angeles. SCLA 
offers programs such as Will Power to Youth, an employment and enrichment program for at-
risk youth that combines Shakespeare study and hands-on artistic experience with paid job 
training; Will Power to Schools, a program providing free tickets to students to see intimate 
immersive Shakespeare as well as affordable, accredited teacher training; and Veterans In Art, 
which provides employment, training and educational opportunities for underemployed 
military veterans.   

Calendar Listing for BARD TALKS: Webinars Season Two 
 
Saturday, March 21 10:00 AM Taking off from his lecture "Diagnosing Shakespeare" medical doctor 
and independent Shakespeare scholar Lance Fogan Identifies and explains Shakespeare's descriptions of 
esoteric neurological signs and symptoms, many of which astound 21st century physicians. 

    

Saturday, March 28 10:00 AM Cartoonist Mya Gosling talks about how their hilarious Shakespeare 
webcomic Good Tickle Brain came into being.   

    

Saturday, April 11 10:00 AM Join SCLA Artistic Director Ben Donenberg on an intimate excavation of 
the rhythm of Shakespeare’s heart. Discover, through close reading and discussion of timeless 
Shakespearean sonnets, a personal connection to an immortal expression of love. 

Saturday, April 18 10:00 AM     Intimacy Director Olivia Buntaine illuminates this new theatre artistry 
while talking about the intimate choreography choices to be considered in some of 
Shakespeare's plays.  

   

Saturday May 9 10:00 AM Dr. Ariane Helou reveals how Shakespeare’s use of song as a dramatic 
tool evolved over the course of his playwriting career, and examines how the singer-actors within his 
theater company may have contributed to this development. 

    

Saturday May 16 10:00 AM Dr. Garcia unfolds her discoveries of the politics of intercultural 
spectatorship between Mexico and Shakespeare, especially highlighting her work with Brown Bag 
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Theatre Company, an ensemble who produce work that reflects, impacts, and empowers the Latino 
community.  

    

Saturday May 30 10:00 AM May 16 

And more to be announced! 

 
To Watch Free: Register for each webinar at https://www.shakespearecenter.org/bard-talks 

Webinar Announcements:  Sign up for email notification www.Shakespearecenter.org 
 
Member Archive:  Basic Membership donations are suggested at $75 and includes access to all 
webinars  ($50 for students & teachers)  
 
Become a Member: https://www.shakespearecenter.org/membership 

  
More Info on The Shakespeare Center of Los Angeles:     

 www.shakespearecenter.org 
        www.facebook.com/shakescenter 
        www.twitter.com/shakescenterLA 
         www.instagram.com/shakespearecenterla/ 
         www.youtube.com/TheShakespeareCenter 
           www.linkedin.com/company/the-shakespeare-center-of-los-angeles/ 


